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  Our Staff 

…...reaching upward to God and outward to God’s people 

 

Follow us on Facebook at 

Saint Mark United Methodist 
Church 

and 

The Friendship Table at St. Mark 

2020 Financial Information  

 

October : Income $  12,182.30 

   Expenses    $  18,863.80 

Year to Date: Income $187,455.01 

  Expenses $205,796.46 

November 4, 2020 

St. Mark 
Messenger 

By Grace Transformed… 

 

Last week, I attended a seminar called Be the Bridge at White’s Chapel UMC in Southlake. The conference 
was based on a book with the same name that was written by Latasha Morrison. Morrison was a pastor who has 
served on the staff of several churches, but she is now devoted to trying to heal racial divisions in the church and in 
society. It was an enlightening conference, though it was sobering.  

One of the things she has discovered in her work both in her current job and as the only black staff person at 
predominately white churches is that we, especially white people, have not confronted the horrors white people com-
mitted against black people through much of our history. In fact, she didn’t know much about black history in this 
nation until she took a class in college. She hadn’t read the slave narratives that told of the brutal treatment of en-
slaved people on plantations. She hadn’t heard about the lynching that happened all over the country (she tells the 
story in her book that is truly horrific). She never learned about the Greenwood District of Tulsa where 300 black cit-
izens were killed, 1,400 homes and businesses owned by black people were burned and 10,000 black people were left 
homeless. Most of us white people don’t know this history either, at least we don’t know the details of the history. 
Learning that history could help us do the important task of lamenting. She writes:  

 

To lament means to express sorrow or regret. Lamenting something horrific that has taken place al-
lows a deep connection to form between the person lamenting and the harm that was done, and that 
emotional connection is the first step in creating a pathway for healing and hope. We have to sit in the 
sorrow, avoid trying to fix it right away, avoid our attempts to make it all okay. Only then is the pain 
useful. Only then can it lead us into healing and wisdom. 

 

 In order for us all to properly lament, we must all come to terms with our history. One thing I have come to 
realize is that the experiences of black people are vastly different from our own. Last week I got a ticket for speeding 
in Southlake while driving through a very affluent neighborhood. Often black men are pulled over simply for being 
black in a neighborhood like that one. The officer didn’t ask me if I owned the car. Black people have told me that 
when they are pulled over, that is usually one of the first questions they are asked. There is an assumption of guilt that 
many of us have when it comes to black people that we do not have for white people. Listening to the stories of peo-
ple of color can help us understand why there is anger that sometimes turns violent when someone, especially an un-
armed black man, ends up shot or even killed after a seemingly routine traffic stop. We often fault the man for resist-
ing, but if we heard their stories, we might understand why they resist. Quite often, it isn’t the first or even the second 
time that man is pulled over. And most likely some of their friends or family members have experienced the same 
thing. We white people have the privilege of being considered innocent until proven guilty. Black people often do not 
share that privilege. 

 One thing I loved about the conference and about the organization Morrison has founded is that she and the 
other members of her staff are graciously seeking to bring reconciliation. Their goal is not to make people feel guilty 
or shame, but to bring people together in mutual respect. Understanding one another is the key to loving one another. 
I commend her book Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation. I think you will find it worth-
while. 

In Christ’s Love 

Andy 

  



 

God is GOOD, all the time!  Thank you, Lord, for helping us sell out of pumpkins on Sun-
day, October 25— the day before it was rainy and cold -and would have been miserable 
for those selling pumpkins that week!   

Thank you so much to all of you who worked at the Pumpkin Patch during the month.  We 
had a banner year, with great weather, and a great community who supports our efforts.  
Because of the success of the Pumpkin Patch, we will have more than $9200 to support 
our mission projects from Snack Sacks at Cooke Elementary, to food programs offered 
through our church.   

Members and friends of St. Mark are invited to place poinsettias in the sanctuary 
during the Christmas season to the glory of God and in honor of, or in memory of 
loved ones. You may fill out the form below, mail it and your check to the office 
at 1109 W. Henderson, place in the offering plate on Sunday, or place your order 
via our website and pay using Givelify. 
 
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, November 22. The cost of each poinsettia is 
$15.00. We have ordered 40 and any orders placed over that will be determined 
by availability, so order quickly! 
 
In Honor of: __________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Poinsettias__________________________Amount enclosed_____________________________ 
Please make your check payable to: St. Mark UMC and note “Poinsettia” on the check. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to these church families. 

 Ben and Carla Oefinger on the loss of Ben’s brother, Chris 

 Mary and Dennis Dawkins on the loss of Mary’s brother, Larry. 

 Ben and Cindy Shanklin on the loss of Ben’s brother, Mike and mother, Pat 

Please remember these families in your prayers. 

Our Church Council has decided to begin small group meetings 

again with one small group, the Wednesday Morning Prayer 

Group, to begin on November 11 at 7 a.m. To allow for social 

distancing, the group will meet in the Fellowship Hall at this 

time. Our Church Council will continue to evaluate the Covid 

situation and  make decisions regarding other activities in the 

weeks ahead. 


