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  Our Staff 

…...reaching upward to God and outward to God’s people 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook at 

Saint Mark United Methodist 
Church 

 

Current Worship Series 

Four Weeks in Ruth 

July 30, 2020 

By Grace Transformed… 

 

We are now almost 5 months (from when we had to close down worship) into the Pandemic. Back in 
March when all of this really started to get real, I thought we would have the worst of it all behind us by 
now. But here we are with no end in sight. We have continued to have in-person worship.  The numbers 
seem to either be around 28 or around 20. I expect that to remain the case for the next few months. We are 
having issues with our livestreaming. Last Sunday, we got a message about 20 minutes before worship was 
to begin that we could not stream on YouTube. When I tried on Monday, there was no problem, so I’m not 
sure what happened. I’ve looked at other options, but they are pretty expensive, so we will keep doing what 
we are doing. If we are unable to livestream, I will get the video uploaded as soon as I can after worship 
ends.  

 These are challenges that none of us ever imagined, but we are learning to make the most of it. As 
limited as it is, technology still allows us to remain connected. We can experience God while worshiping 
online. It might not be as good as it was, but it is better than it would be if we did not have this technology.  

The virus has also inspired me to start recording a daily devotional from E. Stanley Jones’ book, 
Christian Maturity. You can watch that on our Facebook page or YouTube channel. That book, which I read 
a few years ago, is once again challenging me to grow in maturity in Christ. Lately, the book, which is based 
on 1 John, has been talking about the importance of love. 1 John states,  “Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love.”  

If there is anything I have learned from all of this, it is that I want to love better. I want to love those 
with whom I disagree. I want to love those who look different than me. I want to love those who are in a 
different economic class than me. I want to love those who worship differently from me. I want to love peo-
ple whose experiences have caused them to understand the world differently from me and to respond to is-
sues in ways I would not. I want to love people who do not and will not love me. I want to love more and 
fear less. Perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18). I want to love perfectly.  

We tell ourselves that perfection is beyond us. But Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “Be per-
fect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Matthew 5: 48).” I can’t remember where, but Jones 
equated perfection with maturity. We are only mature if we love. 

Even this seems impossible. But God is the God of the impossible. And it is God through the Holy 
Spirit that empowers us to do what God commands us. We can love the way we should. God will help us do 
it.  

My prayer for all of us is that we will be able to love one another, to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves, and to love even our enemies. Let us not let those who want to keep us in fear keep us from lov-
ing as Jesus commanded. After all, Jesus is Lord! 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Andy 

 

 

St. Mark 
Messenger 



 

The financial needs of the church continue as we navigate through this time of uncertainty. 
You may mail contributions to the church, drop in the mail slot at the Parish House, or use 
our on-line giving system Givelify. To access you can click the Giving Option at the top of 
our website or you can download the app. Please contact us if you need help with online giv-
ing. 

 

Mail checks to 1109 W. Chambers, Cleburne 76033 

www.stmarkcleburne.com 

2020 Financial Information  
 

July:     Income    $  23,992.10 
     Expenses $  20,622.17 
 
Year to Date:  Income     $144,217.88 
  Expenses  $145,768.32 

Communion Sunday 

 

This Sunday, August 2, from 11:30 to 12 noon, Pastor 
Andy will be serving communion with prepackaged com-
munion elements and offering prayer for those who would 
like to partake. Andy will be outside by the kitchen door 
and will be wearing a mask and gloves. Communion will 
also be served in Sunday worship. 

We will be taking some vacation time in August but the office 
will remain open regular hours. 
Brenda will be off August 10-14. 
Andy will be off August 17-31. 

God Squad 

Every 4th Saturday at 9 a.m. 

Contact Perry Gott to volunteer 

MEMORIALS & HONORIUMS 

W.O.W. 

Children’s Ministries have looked a little different the last few months! While W.O.W. has not meet in 

person, Becky has remained in contact with our children by dropping off craft supplies, Bible study       

papers, calling families, and hosting virtual sessions via Zoom. Plans are underway to continue to engage 

kids and their families as we go into another school year. Thank you, Becky, for all you do! 

SAINT MARK MINISTRIES given in honor of St. Mark Friends by Martha Harris 

 Given in memory of Patrick Lemley and Annielilly Chang by Brad Lemley 

BREADBASKET given in memory of  Jean Stallings by Larry and Dale Sanders 

 Given in honor of Sam and Shelly Samuels by Lou Fitzgerald 

 Given in honor of  Ben and Carla Oefinger by Jimmie and Dorothy Venturi 

Our Breadbasket continues to operate as a drive 

up location on Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. In July, 

we served over 50 families and approximately 

140 individuals. As the need for food assistance 

continues to rise, volunteers are needed to work.  

Volunteers are required to wear mask and take 

bags of food to cars. If you are able to volun-

teer, please contact the church office or Cathy 

Campbell. 


