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By Grace Transformed…  
 
I have seen lots of people talk on twitter and Facebook about the highlights of the last decade. I did-
n’t share mine there, but I will here. The decade started with me becoming a Full Elder in the United 
Methodist Church. Other highlights were moving from Newcastle/Jean to Hico and then to Cleburne. 
I lost both my parents, two uncles, two aunts and one dog. I adopted a dog. I began and completed 
the Doctor of Ministry in Biblical Preaching program at Luther Seminary. We started the Friendship 
Table Dinner Church, here at St. Mark. I got my first shot in my knee to relieve pain from arthritis. In 
all, it was a decade full of new beginnings, some welcomed and some not so much. I guess that is just 
how life is. I’m sure each of you could make up similar lists of highs and lows, all of which shape 
our lives and our understanding of how God works in the world.  
 
As John Wesley was dying, he uttered the following words which would be his last: “Best of all is, 
God is with us.” As I look back I can see that Wesley was right. Throughout my life, the loving, faith-
ful presence of God has been the one constant. God has inspired me to do new things. God has com-
forted me through times of grief. God has given me the strength to try again after I failed.  
 
Now we find ourselves in a new decade. What lies before us is a mystery. There will be great accom-
plishments and failures. There will be highs and lows. There will be birth and deaths. At times we 
will feel like we have reached the mountaintop and at other times we will feel as if the bottom has 
dropped out of everything. We don’t know when any of these things will happen, but we know they 
will.  
 
So let us begin this new decade looking back as a reminder of the God’s faithfulness and let us look 
forward knowing that God will be with us as we go. We will face new challenges and new opportuni-
ties in the next decade. God has great plans for this family of faith. May we be as faithful to God as 
God is to us as we are a part of what God is doing in the world. 

 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

   his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
   great is your faithfulness. 

‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, 
   ‘therefore I will hope in him.’  

Lamentations 3: 22-24 
 
 
In Christ’s Love 
 
Andy 
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2019 Financial Information  
November:  Income         $  13,003.62 
  Expenses      $  16,588.99 
Year to date: Income         $218,064.24 
  Expenses      $225,941.00 

On behalf of the staff of St. Mark, we thank you 
for the Christmas bonuses, honorariums, and 
gifts shared with us. We pray each of you have 
a blessed 2020! 

 

CHILI SUPPER 
FRIDAY,  

JANUARY 31 
5:00—7:30 P.M. 

 I want to express my appreciation for your will-
ingness to join with me getting WOW started in a big 
way this year! 
 By your providing wonderful meals and volun-
teering to help, we’ve had a successful beginning! 
 As the new year approaches, there will be more 
opportunities to help. A new sign up sheet for meals is on 
the table in the hallway. Let me know if you can help me 
a chaperone. 
           I am so grateful for your interest in and support 
of our children’s ministry. Please continue your prayers. 
 Becky King      

Children’s Ministries in honor of WOW children by Gayle 
 Anderson 
 In honor of  The Church Staff by Lou Fitzgerald 
St. Mark Ministries in memory of Bob & Madeleine Snider 
 by Will & Rebecca Snider 
Breadbasket in memory of Bill & Betty Anderson by Will &  
 Rebecca Snider 
 In memory of Bob Childress by Joe & Becky Wallace 
 In honor of  The Church Staff by Lou Fitzgerald 
Snack Sack in memory of Jim Johnson by Kay Johnson 
 In honor of The Church Staff by Lou Fitzgerald 

W.O.W. resumes 
January 8 


