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April 1, 2020 

By Grace Transformed…. 

  

Here we are in the third week of the social distancing orders by the city and county. It is a strange 
time. Still, my life hasn’t altered all that much. I am still coming to work every day, so that feels normal. My 
evenings, though,  have freed up. My dogs are enjoying me being home more and I am wondering why I 
have dogs. They want to play all the time. I don’t. For an introvert like me, social distancing is a dream, but 
I do miss being with people. I miss seeing all of you, especially on Sunday mornings.  

I am trying to look at the positive side of all of this. I have more free time. I’ve lost 17 pounds. It is a 
lot easier to stay on my diet if I am not going out to eat or if I am not eating Katie’s desserts after choir prac-
tice. It is so much easier to turn left on Henderson when leaving the church. Of course, I rarely have a rea-
son to turn left (or right) on Henderson anymore. I usually just go home.  I did go to HEB yesterday and it 
wasn’t nearly as crowded as it has been, and I was able to buy paper towels!  

Looking on the positive side reminds me of Philippians, my favorite of Pauls’ letters. It is such a 
positive book filled with hope, joy and gratitude. Reading this letter, it is easy to forget that Paul was writ-
ing it while he was in prison. He had no ideas whether he would ever be free again. In the midst of some of 
the most difficult days of his life, he wrote this incredible letter to encourage his friends. 

There are a lot of quotable passages from Philippians. Of all of them, my favorite comes from the 
fourth chapter, verses 8-9:  

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 It is so easy to get discouraged in this time of crisis. It is easy to let anxiety and fear over-
whelm us. I am trying to focus on the good things. I am trying to be more grateful. I am trying to be more 
hopeful. I am trying to listen to the God of peace who is with all of us.  

 None of us knows how long it will be until our lives return to something that seems more 
normal. Until that day, I will be praying for you. I hope you will be praying for me. I pray none of us get 
sick with this truly dreadful virus. I pray we are patient and understanding and that we will all do our part to 
minimize the effect of this virus on our community. I pray for the leaders of our government at all levels. I 
give thanks for all of those brave people who put their lives at risk simply by going to work each day. May 
God protect them. I also give thanks for you. I am blessed to be your pastor. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Andy 

 
 

St. Mark 
Messenger 



UPDATES ON OUR FOOD MINISTRIES 

BREADBASKET continues to operate every Tuesday with as many as 20 families receiving 

food each week. We are operating as a drive-up service under the guidelines provided by the 

Tarrant County Food Bank. Due to current purchasing limits, we will begin to experience 

shortages of some our staples, such as bread, saltine crackers, sliced cheese, and oatmeal. If 

you are shopping and are able to purchase any of these items to donate, it would be greatly 

appreciated. PLEASE do not make a special trip to the grocery store! If you have donations, 

please call the church office to verify we are here to arrange drop off  or call us for someone to 

pick up. Together, we can continue to provide this valuable service to our community. 

GOD SQUAD made it’s usual run to Westlake Village Mobile Home Park in March and will 

go again on April 25. We are still purchasing from the Food Bank but seeing less available 

inventory. 

SNACK SACKS will continue to be provided to those students who need them through the 

remainder of the school year. The school district is taking over purchasing and distribution of 

the sacks and has asked us to underwrite the cost. We were able to do this with funds from our 

existing Snack Sack fund and the Pumpkin Patch fund.  

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers. If you would like to volunteer to assist with food dis-

tribution, please call the church office. 

 

The financial needs of the church continue even when we unable to gather together. You 
may mail contributions to the church, drop in the mail slot at the Parish House, or use our on-
line giving system Givelify. To access you can click the Giving Option at the top of our web-
site or you can download the app. Please contact us if you need help with online giving. 

 

Mail checks to 1109 W. Chambers, Cleburne 76033 

www.stmarkcleburne.com 

 

2020 Financial Information  
 

March:     Income    $  14,680.00 
     Expenses $  16,383.19 
 
Year to Date:  Income     $  70,206.24 
  Expenses  $  65,865.59 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Betty Recer has moved back to Cleburne and 
would love to hear from friends! Her address 
is Santa Fe Trails 

    402 S. Colonia Dr. 

    Cleburne, TX 76033 

Greetings to Pam from Selette Surratt! 

Selette is at Grandview Nursing Home. 

                Looking great Selette! 

Casey King recently celebrated his birthday 
at home with a new record player. Casey 
continues to improve after jaw surgery! 

We rejoice with Gayle Anderson on the safe 
return of her grandson David. David returns 
home to meet his new son, Matthew, and the 
family will be stationed in California. 


