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By Grace Transformed… 

Well, I feel a little stupid. Last month I wrote about winter being nearly over and springtime beginning. Who 
would have dreamed we would have had a week like the week of February 14th? Now, I am going to go out on 
a limb and say that winter is nearly over and springtime is coming soon. It really does feel like springtime after 
nearly a year of changes because of the pandemic. I hear of more and more people getting vaccinated, many 
having received their second shots, This morning, Brenda told me she had signed up with the city for her vac-
cine and she is getting her first shot tomorrow. I had forgotten about signing up, but was able to and my ap-
pointment is on Thursday. The more people get vaccinated, the more quickly we can return to a more normal 
way of life.  

Because so many of us are getting vaccinated and because numbers cases and hospitalizations keep going 
down, we are excited to announce that on Sunday, March 7, we will resume in-person worship. We will still 
be following CDC guidelines, i.e., social distancing, and wearing masks over both the nose and the mouth, but 
I hope that will change before too long. Next month, the church council will meet to discuss restarting Sunday 
school and other ministries for in-person gatherings. Hopefully conditions will continue to improve so that 
will happen in April or May. I know you are ready to be back and I am ready to stop preaching to an empty 
room.  We will continue to live-stream our worship services for those who would like to worship from home.  

Because we are going to be back to normal soon, it is time to start planning a celebration. When we are finally 
cleared for worshipping without masks and without social distancing, we should have a big celebration, per-
haps an Easter service or a Pentecost service or just a service celebrating the opportunity to gather and worship 
without fear. Maybe we can have a meal too cause we all like to eat! As time goes by we will determine just 
when this celebration Sunday will be, but I believe it will be sometime late spring or in the summer. It will be 
a day of great rejoicing.  

I was trying to think of a scripture that fit where we are, caught between the now and the not yet, and this pas-
sage from Romans came to mind. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed 
to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation it-
self will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the re-
demption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Romans 8: 18-25 

We are almost through this. May we all be diligent and keep the faith. There is a new day coming. And soon, 
we will rejoice together. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Andy 

  



2021 Financial Information  
 

January: Income    $  14,590.86 
     Expenses $  25,138.59 
 

To the St. Mark Methodist Church Scholarship Committee, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the munificent gesture of support you and your com-

mittee have shown me. Your generosity and investment in the community continue to gain my respect and 

admiration even as I begin a new, formative chapter in my life. I have spent countless summer hours in 

the wonderful programs your church has hosted for the children of Cleburne and attended many services 

on Sunday mornings with my grandparents. I may have also seen the pews and roles of the church filled 

by many different people, but one constant that has remained ingrained into the culture of your church is 

the willingness to serve others and the love of a perfect savior for your fellow man. In the time that I have 

spent at Texas Tech University, I have found that there are many notions and conventions that I had taken 

for granted before I had begun to take more responsibility for my own lifestyle. And although I have 

faced a fair share of obstacles over the previous year, I have consequently spent many hours of thorough 

reflection and meditation to the extent that I am finally attaining objective evidence  in my life as testa-

ment to my spiritual growth and the overall betterment of my outlook on life. However, I do not believe 

that I would have been able to find the courage to analyze my actions as deeply as I did, had it not been 

for the strong values my parents and grandparents had built in me from a young age. I am tremendously 

grateful for the people in my life that has reinforced those ideals, such as the members of your church. 

Having your support as I go back to school this semester bolstered my determination to succeed greatly, 

and I intend to multiply the fruits of our labor. 

Very thankfully, 

Riley Young 

BREADBASKET 

In memory of Joan Knight 

 Given by Lou Fitzgerald and Jerry & Iris Rives 

In memory of Joe Schwartz-Frizzel  

 Given by Jerry & Iris Rives 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

In memory of Joan Knight 

 Given by Norma Fink 

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

DUE APRIL 1, 2021 

 

Applications for scholarships for the fall semester are 
due April 1. Applicants must be members of St. Mark or 
actively participating at St. Mark.  

 

Eligibly requirements were recently updated to include 
grandchildren of current members. Grandchildren may 
apply for a one time scholarship of $500. 

 

Applications are available through the church office. 

             Order your Easter Lilies 

Members and friends of St. Mark United Methodist Church are invited to place lilies in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
April 4 to the glory of God and in honor of, or in memory of loved ones.  You may fill out the form below, attach 
it with your check and place it in the offering plate.  Or you can mail it to the church office:  

1109 W. Henderson, Cleburne, TX 76033.  

  

Deadline for ordering lilies is Sunday, March 14.  The cost of each lily is $14.00. 
                                 

(Please print clearly) 

In Honor of:  _____________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:  ____________________________________________________ 

Given by: ________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________  

Number of Lilies:  _________________________________________________                                   

Amount Enclosed $ ________________________________________________ 

(Make check payable to: St. Mark UMC and note “Easter Lily” on check.) 


