
St. Mark 
Messenger 

December 3, 2019 

By Grace Transformed… 
 
 It’s the most wonderful time of the year! We have entered the season of Advent. Christmas is around the cor-
ner. We have often reduced Advent to a time of preparation for Christmas, but really, it is meant to be a time of self-
examination in preparation for Jesus’ return to earth. We do not know when that will be. We don’t know how that 
will be. Many of us wonder how to prepare. One way to do it is to spend more time in prayer. In his book The Way, 
E. Stanley Jones offered eighteen steps for developing a real prayer life. If you would like to develop a deeper prayer 
life, this is one way to do it. The steps are as follows:  
 

1.   Breathe a prayer for help each day when you pray – prayer is life’s most important exercise.  It will make        
the difference between weakness and strength, between defeat and victory. 

2.   Remind yourself that God wants a relationship with you more than you do with God.  God’s barriers are 
down.  Break down your barriers and God’s love will flow in. 

3. Determine that a vital prayer life is worth the effort.  It is the most worthwhile thing in your life. 
4. Decide how much time you can give to this exercise.  Begin with five minutes and increase as time goes by.  

Jones could not get along without at least one and a half hours of prayer a day. 
5. Organize your day around your prayer time – don’t let the rest of the day decide when you will pray.  Plan 

your day around your prayer time. 
6. Set your time in the morning so your prayer will be forward looking. 
7. Prime your prayer pump by reading the scriptures – let God speak to you through the word before you speak 

to God through your words. 
8. After reading the word, still your mind.  In the stillness, God and your deepest desires can meet. 
9. If your mind wanders, don’t be discouraged, pray for the thing to which your mind wanders. 
10. Pray for yourself.  If you are purified, your prayers will be purified.  It will lead to you praying less for things 

and more for right relationships. 
11. Pray for yourself first and then go out into concentric circles.  You will grow within the reach of your prayers. 
12. Pray for people whom you dislike and who may dislike you.  That will sterilize any thought that may infect 

you. 
13. After you have prayed, ask if there are any “orders for the day” and listen.  God has something for you to do. 
14. Pray your prayers in Jesus’ name, which means pray in his character.  This will prevent you from praying un-

worthy prayers. 
15. Believe that God hears your prayers and will give you what you need, at the time you need it. God might not 

give you what you want, but God will supply what you need.   
16. Do everything that comes to mind that would help answer the prayers.  God may answer the prayer through 

you. 
17. Let prayer be the climate of the day.  Prayer is the melody you sing as you go about your work.   
18. If you have to wait for anybody or anything, such as a friend who is late, or for a light to change, fill the time 

with prayer.  This will turn your vacant spaces into victorious spaces. 
 
I first came across this list several years ago, and I have failed to keep it up. Join me this Advent season in develop-
ing a deeper prayer life. May we all be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
 
Andy 
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1109 WEST HENDERSON STREET 
CLEBURNE, TX 76033-8794 
(817) 641-3311 
 
  …….a church being reborn by the grace of God 

Return Service Requested 

2019 Financial Information  
October:  Income         $  18,233.52 
  Expenses      $  17,143.70 
Year to date: Income         $191,775.05 
  Expenses      $201,334.20 

Dear St. Mark 
Thank you once again for a wonderful 2019 Football 
season. As usual, Bobby and I and our workers look 
forward every game to your hot dogs! It is the reason 
we sign up to do it. When you’re gone, we’re gone. 
Love your company each week. See you next year, 
God willin’. Love you, 
  The Smiths 

 

Breadbasket 
In memory of Terry Fitzgerald 
   Given by Betty Mahaney & Amy Moser 
In honor of Our Breadbasket Volunteers 
   Given by Jimmy & Cathy Campbell 

December 8, 10:30 am - Children’s Musical 
December 15, 10:30 am - Choir Cantata 

December 24, 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service 

OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

The church office will close at 12 noon 
on Dec. 24 and 31. We will be closed 
Dec.25-27. 


